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than not, the stripers and albies are lookang for smaller Sod
items—sand eels or anchovies—but blses want 1o eat bis

Instead of the wire bite tippet that many Snglers recommens
for toothy fish, I prefer a 30-pound-ics Soormceroon beater |
catch many more big blues without 3 ware Eaies Thes Eae s
eyesight—hell, they're archetypal predstorsanl s emece
has shown that they can detect 2 wire Bel@ preentsnon ot =
fly. Yes, a 30-pound leader is thick bt theSitencates = sen
as evident to fish as 30-pound wireis. Keep v rod o
high, and you'll stand a better chance of Eecoans vou o
away from a blue’s nubby but sharp et Snd theret e man t
break off. If you drop your rod and put ass St e wees Tatee
though, a blue will chomp right throass &

Rip-Roaring Fun
Baitfish such as bunker {menhaden) BaF Staess ous
sand eels—the last of which can be qume S B S S
fed and grown offshore all year e S paae e o tene
caught in the swirl and churn of S SaE S EREE S s
around and played around in the comens S S as e
of predators, not the least of wiach == St

Capt. Ron Murphy, a well knows Cape Cod pmmde s
a method for dealing with rip-holdns SESERE satee
his boat just outside the ripand b= B antenEaa St
shooting head—to get the fiy down = e G e
rip and then let the fly sweep thromss S-St Sl =
attract fish.

The fly he's designed for this s ==
he calls a Parachute Squid because _Lmq-ld-zﬁﬁ
when caught in the currentofa np. Fea i same & eee
of four anglers (two
friends, my father, and I}
caught at least a dozen
blues and as many
stripers on this pattern
in the day we spent with
Captain Murphy; the
largest bluefish thar day
was about 14 pounds. |
tooka couple fillets home
and had them for dinner
the next night—on the
grill, with Cajun spices.
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Biu=ish will usually sirike any large baitfish pattemn, but they
c=n be mighty choosy at times, too. Note the wire tippet

=tiached fo the fiy; the author prefers 30-pound fluorocar-
Bon Bec=ose i offers a more fifelike presentation.

80 sosh seas when it's hard to get footing for a proper fly
£ 8 when casting a lead-core shooting head is dangerous,
e S8 Bis clients to simply feed out all the fly line and to
SSSe t5e Sy by stripping in the line and letting it fall back—a
Smeent relesce motion. L witnessed the effectiveness of Ron's
Shemgee m the nps off Great Point on Nantucket; it worked
== el == sy cact-and-strip method ['ve seen. Flip out the fly,
cch bes binss—ool.

Calm Conditions

B e Sl not every day offers a Nor'easter: You'll have a few
SSlenes with calm days, too, when bluefish start playing hard
e

0% ol s vou'll see blues finning in the surface of the
== mewne very slowdy, cutting the surface with their dor-
S == setune & munor wake,” says Capt. Amanda Switzer.
S ESee S5 oe very spooky, and you must be able to throw a
S S o o the iy st enough to get the fish fired up enough
BB CEem= ower and 2otk Sometimes only poppers work in these
::mﬁu'u:x._ Iy ""L"D‘“-"n" a very small popper, and work it with

SBeeses method Switzer and many other guides use is
S Bar et oitch or teaser tactic. “We lure in the big fish

B Smmene & Bookidess curface popper or a Slug-Go and teas-
B BN o ety feet Or =0 from the boat,” she says. A wooden
PESES popoer wath the hooks removed works better than a
P Be b, St Gos get chewed up quick by blues, she sy,
S0 e Gy e=e< those to get the fish really worked up. =
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